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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims 
in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

^ / 1 . (Currently Amended) A broadcast storing anra displaying apparatus 
which comprises: 
a network; 

a network management apparatus for managing said network; and 
plural types of video apparatuses connected^ to said network, 
wherein each of said plural types of viaeo apparatuses transmits the 
state relating to at least one of functions or application program interfaces, 
service-availability and stored programs thereof to said network, said network 
management apparatus stores the states of said plural types of video 
apparatuses, and each of said plural type's of video apparatuses inquires about 
the states of the other video apparatuses to said network management 
apparatus and then determines, based/solely on information received regarding 
the states of the other video apparatuses and without any user input, a video 
apparatus to be a communication oartner on the basis of the states of the other 
video apparatuses which are /obtained from said network management 
apparatus. 

2. (Previously Amended) The broadcasting storing and display 
apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein there are provided a plurality of video 
apparatuses of the same type which are connected to said network. 

3. (Currently/Amended) A broadcast storing and displaying apparatus 
which comprises: 

a network; ar 

plural types/ of video apparatuses connected to said network, wherein 
each of said plural types of video apparatuses inquires about the states relating 
to at least one/)f functions or application program interfaces, service-availability 
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and stored programs of the other video apparatuses through said network to 
the other video apparatuses and then determines, cased solely on information 
received regarding the states of the other video Apparatuses and without any 
user input, a video apparatus to be a communication partner on the basis of the 
states of the other video apparatuses which aye obtained from the other video 
apparatuses. / 

4. (Previously Amended) The /broadcasting storing and display 
apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein /here are provided a plurality of video 
apparatuses of the same type which areyconnected to said network. 

5. (Currently Amended) / A network management apparatus 
connected to a network to whicjp plural types of video apparatuses are 
connected, which comprises: / 

means for storing state rela/ing to at least one of functions or application 
program interfaces, service-avajfability and stored programs of each of the 
video apparatuses when the vidfeo apparatus transmits the state thereof to said 
network; and / 

means for transmitting/the states of the video apparatuses when each of 
the video apparatuses inquires about the states of the video apparatuses^ 

whoroin tho statos i i/c l udo: — a) norma ll y operat i ng and current l y avai l ab l e 
state, b) norm all y operat i ng and current l y unavai l ab l e stato, and c) abnorma ll y 
operating state . / 

6. (Currently/ Amended) The network management apparatus as 
claimed in claim A- 5,/wherein a plurality of video apparatuses of the same type 
are connected to ther network. 

7. (Currently Amended) A video apparatus connected to a network 
to which a network management apparatus for managing the network and 
plural types of \/deo apparatuses are connected, which comprises: 
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means for transmitting the state relating to at /east one of functions or 
application program interfaces, service-availability and stored programs thereof 
to said network; and / 

means for inguiring about the states of otner video apparatuses to said 
network management apparatus and then determining a video apparatus to be a 
communication partner on the basis of me states of said other video 
apparatuses which are obtained from said network management apparatust 

whoro i n tho states i nc l ude: — a) norryfa ll y operat i ng and current l y avai l able 
state, b) norma l ly operat i ng and currently unava il ab l e state, and c) abnorma ll y 
operat i ng state . / 

8. (Original) The video apparatus as claimed in claim 7, wherein 
there are provided a plurality of vidfeo apparatuses of the same type which are 
connected to said network. / 

9. (Currently Amended) A video apparatus connected to a network 
to which plural types of video* apparatuses are connected, which comprises: 

means for transmittin/g the state relating to at least one of functions or 
application program interfaces, service-availability and stored programs thereof 
to said network; and / 

means for inquiring about the states of other video apparatuses to said 
other video apparatuses and then determining a video apparatus to be a 
communication panmer on the basis of the states of said other video 
apparatuses whiclyare obtained from said other video apparatusest 

where i n thp states i nc l ude: — a) norma ll y operat i ng and current l y a vailab l e 
state, b) normal l y oper a t i ng and current l y unava il ab l e state, and c) abnorma l ly 
operat i ng stat/ . 



10. / (Original) The video apparatus as claimed in claim 9, wherein 
there are provided a plurality of video apparatuses of the same type which are 
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11.- 27. (Withdrawn from Consideration) 

28. (Currently Amended) A broadcast receiving and storing apparatus 
which comprises: 

a broadcast receiving component yfor receiving a broadcast program; 

broadcast storing components far storing broadcast programs; 

a managing component for managing states relating to at least one of 
functions or application program /nterfaces, service-availability and stored 
programs of said broadcast storingybomponents; and 

a network for connecting/ said broadcast receiving component, said 
broadcast storing components anra said managing component; 

wherein said managing component stores said states; and 

said broadcasting receiving component selects one or more broadcast 
\ storing components from s/id broadcast storing components as broadcast 
storing components which store a program which said broadcasting receiving 
* component receives on tne basis of states obtained from said managing 

component through said /network , whoro i n tho states i nclude: — a) norma l ly 
operat i ng and current l y /ava il ab l e stato, b) norma ll y operat i ng and current l y 
unava il ab l e state, and c/ abnorma l ly operat i ng state . 

29. (Current!// Amended) A broadcast receiving and storing apparatus 
which comprises: 

a broadcast nfeceiving component for receiving a broadcast program; 
broadcast sioring components for storing broadcast programs; and 
a networkyror connecting said broadcast receiving component, and 
said broadcast storing components; 

wherein/ said broadcasting receiving component selects one or more 
broadcast storing components from said broadcast storing components as 
broadcast slToring components which store a program which said broadcasting 
receiving component receives on the basis of states relating to at least one of 
functions lor application program interfaces, service-availability and stored 
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programs obtained from said broadcast sto/ing components through said 

network , whoro i n tho states i nc l ude: a) forma ll y operat i ng and current l y 

ava il ab l e state, b) norma ll y operat i ng and ycurrent l y unavai l ab l e state, and c) 
abnorma ll y operat i ng state . 



30. - 34. 



(Withdrawn from Consideration) 



35. (Previously Added) / The broadcasting, storing and displaying 
apparatus as claimed in claim/ 1, wherein the communication partner is 
automatically selected by one of the video apparatuses based on information 
concerning currently available/esources for each of the other apparatuses. 



i 



36. (Previously Adped) The broadcasting, storing and displaying 

apparatus as claimed in c/aim 35, wherein the currently available resources of 
each of the other video apparatuses do not include resources that are currently 
assigned to any of the video apparatuses. 



37. (Previously Added) The broadcasting, storing and displaying 

apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein the communication partner is 
automatically selected by one of the video apparatuses based on information 
concerning currently available resources for each of the other apparatuses. 



38. (previously Added) The broadcasting, storing and displaying 

apparatus acclaimed in claim 37, wherein the currently available resources of 
each of the/other video apparatuses do not include resources that are currently 
assigned t© any of the video apparatuses. 
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